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This event was a moderated Q and A. Chairing the event was Rachel Steinburg
who is the senior director for cause partnerships at UNICEF USA who began the
session with some harrowing facts much as one in five children world wide are
married as children and that 650 million of the women who are alive today
were married as children but Rachel also celebrated the fact that over the last
10 years the percentage of children married as children has decreased by 15%
Sitting on the panel for this event was Sonja Honig Schough, Nankali Maksud,
Zoe Birchall, Satvika Chalasani and Emily Spellman. The biographies for the
panel are on a separate page.

To begin discussions, chair Rachel Steinburg posed the question ‘who child
marriage is effecting them most and why and what your two organisations are
doing for this?’ to Chalasani and Maksud. Chalasani answered the first part of
the question stating that the ‘typical girl you think would be effected is lower
class, forced into it and rural however there is an untypical girl- middle class,
urban from a developed country and perhaps married by choice.’ Maksud
agreed with this and set out the GlobalSat program which works in the
countries with the highest rates of child marriage and its strategies:
1. Empowering girls
2. Supporting households and encouraging a positive view and attitude of
young girls
3. Strengthening systems that provide services to young girls e.g.
education, protection and sexual reproductive health services
4. Ensuring laws and policies in place
5. Generating and using data that informs policies and learning what works
with different situations

Zoe Birchall then answered a question about what other consequences child
marriage may have and how this effect the daily struggles of Rural girls by
saying ‘In all SDGs (sustainable development goals) child marriage could be
seen as a factor. We know once a child is married she is pulled out of
education in order to look after the house or children. This limits her ability to
choose her life and do more learning. This can trap the girl in the cycle of
poverty. There are massive economic impacts of child marriage, for example
we know that £500 billion per year of benefits that are received worldwide are
due to child marriage.’ This shocking figure really made the audience think
more about the economic impact that child marriage worldwide has and not
just focus on small scale impacts.
Steinburg then asked why this issue is so important and Sonja Honig Schough,
president of Zonta international stated the need for engagement in this issue.
‘we need to plan for the future’ she also reminded the audience that to change
this issue we need to be aware that we are changing fundamental values of
cultures which will take time but the statistics that have come out in the last
few years, for example the 25% decrease of child marriages in the last 10 years
as mentioned at the beginning of the session, provide hope and help
organisations like Zonta carrying on the work they are doing.
Emily Spellman from the NAWO Young Women’s Alliance also had an answer
to this question. Emily explained the need for all different cultures worldwide
to understand this issue and become engaged in it.
She also used her own unique viewpoint as a young
woman sitting on such a distinguished panel to
express how she empathises with these women and
told the audience how if she was put in the position
of a child bride she doesn’t know how she would be
able to handle it, ‘its just so hard to understand and
imagine’ she said.
Zoe Birchall then commented on the importance of
civil societies as shown below:
1. Unique opportunity to work inside
communities and see the unique drivers that work
within the society
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2. Learning that they can take from working in these spaces and can make
link between global and small scale
3. Important role in speaking out and holding governments to account to
put pressure on them. Don’t have political restraints that can hold other
organisations back.

Steinburg then asked the panellists ‘what can I girl do if she wants to say no?’
Maksud answered first, relating back to the GlobalSat project that she
mentioned in a previous answer saying that due to the project ‘girls can feel so
empowered they go to another girl’s household nd take it upon themselves to
stop other girl’s marriages. But in some cases, it’s not that easy one girl
become ostracized from her community when she said no. The community
classified her as a trouble maker and she had to move out of village.’
Sonja Honig Schough made a valid
comment about education. ‘it is not
enough to just educate the girls. Families
and whole communities need education’
When the panellists were aske about nay
specific examples that stuck with them
through their work, each gave a story of a
girl showing courage and bravery.
Emily retold the story of Mohinda who
Sonja explaining the need of educating families,
came to talk to all of the NAWO YWA
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delegates. Mohinda lived in an Indian
home in the UK and after refusing to give in to her parents offer of child
marriage, was kicked out of the home and out of the family.
Sonja talked about a 14-year-old girl form Nepal who got married. She is now
29 and has a 3-year-old son. Instead of preaching the need of child marriage to
the young girls in the village like so many others she warns against it.
Zoe told the story of a girl whose family tried to marry her at 11 and 14. Used
music to refuse this through rap. She put song on YouTube and went viral. Now
studding in America and is an advocate for GNB
The final remarks form all panellists were hard hitting and left the audience
with something to think about. Satvika Chalasani said ‘child marriage is an

exploitation of girl’s labour, fertility and sexuality. Fundamental exploitation of
girl’s bodies and capacities. We must think about the effect other problems in
women’s right in the countries.’ She later added ‘go the extra mile to reach
that girl in the hardest to reach place’
Sonja made her call to action clear, concise and influential ‘We must fight it
wherever we see it’ and Zoe did the same ‘we must not become complacent’
she said Emily left the audience with a powerful remark. ‘No matter the
background , we all have that possibility to stand up and raise awareness and
make change;
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